Cure of Consumption by Naphtha. 491 These reflections have arisen in our mind while meditating on the character of the judgment which justice compels us to pronounce on the book now before us, and anticipating, in imagination, the very opposite verdict that will probably be returned in other courts of criticism, where perchance laxer and more good-natured judges may preside over more facile juries. Be this as it may, we, at least, shall not shrink from the discharge of our duty, however painful, nor wittingly incur the penalty implied in the once obscure but now immortal apophthegm,
The chest was well formed, although its motions were somewhat restricted, and the clavicles were unusually bent outwards. A dull sound was the result of percussion over all the superior regions of the chest, and the respiratory murmur was generally feeble and harsh over the same spaces. The sounds of the heart were very distinct below the right clavicle. After taking naphtha for seven days, the cough had ceased to trouble him, and the sounds of the heart were scarcely audible below the right clavicle. At the end of fourteen days he had no complaint to make, and was growing stouter and stronger; percussion yielded a clear sound over the whole of the upper part of the chest, the respiratory murmur was much improved, and the sounds of the heart were inaudible below the clavicle. On the twenty-seventh of April, being the thirtieth day of the naphtha treatment, he enjoyed excellent health. Percussion continued to yield a natural sound, and the respiratory murmur was slightly harsh below the left clavicle." (pp. 71-3.) " Case xvi. Eliza Shepherd, a married woman, aged forty-one, residing at 39, Carnaby street, Regent street, consulted me on the eleventh of May, 1843. Her father and several branches of his family had died through consumption. For some time, she had been troubled with cough and expectoration attended with difficulty of breathing and nocturnal perspirations, and during the last six weeks had greatly fallen away. Her pulse was eighty and weak, her bowels constipated; there was great loss of appetite, and a sensation of pain at the pit of the stomach after meals. The catamenia was regular. The walls of the chest were very much attenuated, there existed considerable depressions in the neighbourhood of both clavicles, and on the left side the movement of expansion was hardly perceptible. There was a dulness of sound over all the upper regions of the chest, and the respiratory murmur was generally feeble and harsh, the sounds of the heart being very distinct on the right side. In order to correct the bowels two aperient pills occasionally at bed time were prescribed, and the naphtha treatment in fifteen drop doses commenced. The night perspirations soon ceased. At the end of seven days the cough and expectoration had diminished, and the appetite had improved, but she complained of pain between her shoulders. The drops" were now increased to twenty, and a mustard poultice applied between the shoulders. At the close of the fourteenth day she had greatly benefitted in every respect and possessed a good appetite. On the twenty-eighth day the cough, expectoration, and difficulty of breathing had entirely left her, and the sounds both from percussion and auscultation were of a healthy character." (pp. 79-80.) " Case xix. Margaret Lee, a married woman, aged twenty-seven years, of 47, Stanhope street, Clare Market, informed me, on her admission as a patient on the fourth of May, 1843, that as far as her knowledge of her family history extended, the only 'member of her family who had died from consumption was her brother. For the whole of the past winter she had cough, expectoration, difficulty of breathing, and nocturnal perspirations, atjd for the last month had rapidly wasted and lost strength. The catamenia and the bowels were natural, the appetite was deficient, and some pain at the pit of the stomach was experienced after meals, attended with flatulence and palpitation. A dull sound was generally the result of percussion over the superior regions of the chest, and the respiratory murmur was then feeble and harsh, while below the right clavicle a dry crackling rhle was distinct. The heart sounds were loud over the right side. The fourteenth day having arrived, after taking fifteen drops of naphtha in the usual quantity of water, the cough and perspirations had subsided, the difficulty of breathing had diminished, the appetite had improved, and the signs from percussion and auscultation were now satisfactory. 
